Sri Venkatachala-Its Glory                             115

Brahma assured that whatever the goddess said would surely
take place.

"However'9 said Brahma. "I shall give you a piece of
advise now. Please go to Ganga and request her to bear Siva^
energy in her womb." The gods followed the advise and prayed
to Ganga. Parvathi and Ganga bore the great energy and left
it at the Ashram of Uma, 0 Kumara, you were born there" said
Brihaspati.

"The gods were happy. They entrusted you to the care
of Six Goddesses, who fed you with their breast milk" concluded
Brihaspati. After narrating the birth of Skanda he sang the
praise of the Divine child thus : "Such was your wonderful
birth, 0 Kumara, son of Sankara. You are Vishnu. You arc
Brahma. You are Rudra, Kumara, the destroyer of Taraka.
You are Sikhi, Subrahmanya and Skanda. You hold Sakti in
your hand. Lord, you were born of fire and Ganga. 0 six
Faced, two armed, beloved son of Parvathi, Hero, commander-in-
;hief of all armies, 0 Twelve armed!

You shine like millions of Suns. I prostrate myself
>eforc you. 0 Kumara, charming child. Rider of peacock^
}rant me a son. Bless me with immortality. I seek refuge hi
ou" prayed Brihaspati.

Skanda was pleased with the prayer of Brihaspati. He
ranted the two requests of the great sage and added : "Those
ho sing my praise, which you sang now, three times a day,
lall please me. They shall be conferred with progeny and pros-
srity. They shall have no fear of untimely death. Kings also
spect such people.'^

Subrahmayna then retreated to Vrishabhachala. He
otted out a lake for his bath. The lake had beautiful flowers
be used for worship of the deities. Skanda had a dip in the
<c and saw Vayu nearby, engaged in penance. He meditated
the Almighty, Sri Narayana. On account of his tapas, hh
dy became as bright as gold.